Scholastic Library Publishing
Print Awards/Accolades:
Selected for inclusion in the Children’s Book Council 2017 Best STEM Books list 
· Genetic Engineering: Science, Technology, Engineering (Calling All Innovators)

Selected for the 2017 Amelia Bloomer List under Early Readers—Nonfiction

· Bessie Coleman: Trailblazing Pilot (Rookie Biographies)

Winner: 2016 DeBary Outstanding Children’s Science Book Award
· You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Bacteria! (You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without…)
Top 10 Continuing Series from Booklist, October 1, 2016
· Calling All Innovators

Students interested in working in STEM-related fields will be well served by these practical guides, which show a varied array of career possibilities, include interviews with professionals at work today, and describe skill sets crucial for each job. 

Top 10 Disaster Science Series for Youth from Booklist, October 1, 2016
· A True Book™—Extreme Earth

Part of the publisher’s esteemed A True Book line, books in this series lead with a dramatic natural disaster before giving a thorough explanation of the natural and man-made causes. These are topped off with examples of disasters in America and around the world and how scientists track them.
Recent Reviews-Print

(Please note that some reviews are not always as favorable as others so please read each one carefully before sharing with customers. We wanted you to be aware of them good or bad!) 
Words Are Fun
From the Words Are Fun series, this point-and-say book presents foods for young children to identify. Double-page spreads feature many sharp photos of foods that are red, green, or orange, while single pages display yellow, brown, purple, or white edibles. The labels beside the items will help adult readers with the occasional puzzler, such as passion fruit or soursop. Displayed against white backgrounds on pages that are a little larger than in most board books, the individual pictures show up clearly. The last spread challenges viewers to recognize smaller images of foodstuffs previously seen. Fun for young children.

—Booklist, April 15, 2017 on My Favorite Food
Look & Find
The French-imported Look & Find series will keep kids engaged with its busy, cartoonish seek-and-find format set within a tall, narrow trim size. Five gatefold spreads invite readers to spot approximately 30 items in each illustration, and then open to reveal lively nature scenes reminiscent of Richard Scarry. The first spread takes readers into the mountains, where readers must locate items such as a brown bear, fir tree, waterfall, and spelunker. Spreads on the forest, fields, pond, and coast follow suit. The scenes are challenging but not overly difficult, and readers will have fun examining each biome’s diverse offerings. Curious kids will need to look elsewhere to learn about the European wildlife they encounter, like the nutria, genet, and avocet, and some may find the presence of hunters in one scene problematic. More entertaining than educational, this nevertheless has high pick-me-up appeal.
—Booklist, October 1, 2016 on Look & Find Nature 

Rookie Toddler
From the sunglasses-wearing Chihuahua and parka-clad French bulldog gracing the cover, kids will have no trouble understanding the concept of opposites, thanks to the lovable pups embodying each word in this sturdy board book. Each page features a couple of doggies demonstrating a pair of terms—a basset hound with floppy ears akimbo by an open window, for instance, next to that same dog behind a closed window, with his ears neatly draped toward the ground—while bold, colorful words label each dog. While the lesson is unmistakable, it’s the cuddly pooches that will get tykes turning the pages.

—Booklist Online, August 18, 2016 on Hot Dog, Cold Dog 
Rookie Amazing America
This entry in the Rookie Amazing America series easily lives up to its title, with its well-chosen and varied assortment of buildings. They range from the charmingly quirky—a library parking lot painted to look like a giant bookcase, or a building that looks like a giant picnic basket—to the architecturally significant, such as the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles. The descriptions are basic but helpfully highlight each building’s unique features. “Totally Strange!” fact boxes add details and interest. A map and comparison feature in the back matter offer readers ways to interact directly with the book’s content. All these features act as support for the book’s eye-catching, full-page photos. Thanks to these images, this small book packs a big punch for young readers.

—Booklist, April 1, 2017 on Totally Strange Buildings 
Rookie Biographies
In simple, straightforward language, the authors present basic facts on an eclectic mix of famous people. Readers learn the details of each figure’s childhoods, their relationships with their respective occupations including their accomplishments, and the circumstances of their deaths (when appropriate). “Fun Facts” are featured in small inserts and are mostly made up of tidbits; for instance, Swift’s two-time Grammy win. Titles on Hamilton, Beethoven, Sendak, and Ali will attract report writers, whereas Swift will attract fans. While not extraordinary, the series is well-done and the narratives are age-appropriate. VERDICT Youngsters will gravitate toward the prominent names—and report writers will find useful material here.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2017 on Alexander Hamilton: American Hero, Ludwig van Beethoven: A Revolutionary Composer, Muhammad Ali: The Greatest, Taylor Swift: Born to Sing, and Maurice Sendak: King of the Wild Things

Mexican American migrant worker and civil rights activist Cesar Chavez is featured in this biography for beginning readers. Details of his early life include his attendance of more than 30 different schools as his family moved around looking for work, before he finally dropped out in eighth grade. An avid reader, he was inspired by Gandhi and his methods of peaceful protest—methods Chavez would later incorporate when he formed the National Farm Workers Association and drew attention to unfair working conditions. This is clearly written with a glossary of terms highlighted within the text and compiled at the end. “Fast Facts” and photo captions provide incidental information that complements the narrative. Full-page photographs highlight Chavez’s dynamism as a leader as he talks to workers and makes speeches in front of rapt crowds. A poem and a “You Can Make a Difference” list at the end—features shared with other books in the Rookie Biographies series—feel like filler but are otherwise innocuous. Chavez, the first Latino featured in the series, is a welcome addition.

—Booklist, June 1 & 15, 2016 on Cesar Chavez: Champion for Civil Rights 
Rookie Star
Which famous baseball player owned the world’s largest piece of bubblegum? Exactly how does a vending machine determine the value of the paper money you put into it? What classic children’s toy was created from empty thread spools? These are just some of the many quirky facts students will find in this series. The topics covered offer a lot of appeal in a fun, informative format. Each fact is presented as a short chapter with accompanying sidebar information. Bright photographs accompany the text. Each volume includes a related but rather basic activity. For example, in Sneakers, kids are given instructions on a “cool way” to lace their sneakers. VERDICT These volumes may be brief but they likely won’t sit on the shelves. Consider for collections in need of browsable materials.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on 10 Fascinating Facts About Chewing Gum, 10 Fascinating Facts About Toys, 10 Fascinating Facts About Dollar Bills, and 10 Fascinating Facts About Sneakers (Rookie Star—Fact Finder)
With eye-catching color schemes and a bright, bubbly layout, the Rookie Star: Fact Finder series introduces younger readers to nonfiction through bite-size factoids. Ten two-page chapters provide cursory, trivia-style information about a number of common and household objects. Chewing Gum tracks the history of the sticky treat, from its early invention to the way gum uses vary from country to country today. Among other things, Dollar Bills explains the different elements that make up America’s most widespread currency and notes that the level of detail is what makes it so hard to create fake money. Sneakers examines the different names for this popular shoe and discusses the ways in which the technology behind them is still being developed. Toys covers the widest scope, offering up facts about toys from Barbie and LEGOs to board and video games. There’s not always a lot of cohesion between chapters (especially in Chewing Gum and Toys), but this is a fun, easy way for younger students to explore the basics of research. In addition to frequent photos, each volume includes a time line that tracks the history of each object. Ending activities and quizzes serve to help increase retention—and they’ll add some extra fun, too. 
—Booklist, March 1, 2017 on 10 Fascinating Facts About Chewing Gum, 10 Fascinating Facts About Dollar Bills, 10 Fascinating Facts About Sneakers, and 10 Fascinating Facts About Toys (Rookie Star—Fact Finder)
My Encyclopedia
Though this title in the My Encyclopedia series can’t quite be called an encyclopedia, animal-obsessed kiddos will skip right over that quibble to get to the hefty helping of information. Beginning with how animals are born, the photo-festooned pages use a variety of creatures to introduce key baby-animal facts, such as what they eat, how they learn from their parents, how they’re protected until they can fend for themselves, and so on. Though the fuzzy wolf pup on the cover suggests only cuteness to come, life in the wild is not so cute, and the pictures and text often reflect that. Despite those sobering doses of reality, the straightforward, peppy language is mighty engaging, and the plethora of images is sure to draw in animal-lovers.

—Booklist, October 1, 2016 on My Encyclopedia of Baby Animals 

If You Were a Kid
Westward ho! Follow the adventures of Josephine and Stephen on the long, laborious Oregon Trail in 1845. The short, easygoing story is punctuated by well-placed callout boxes comparing modern life to the days of the Oregon Trail, on such topics as communication, speed of travel, medicine, entertainment, and kids’ chores. The cheerful, cartoonish illustrations are joined by a simple map and time line of major

Oregon Trail events. The text briefly touches on meetings between Native American and white settlers, describing them as “mostly peaceful,” but lacks further exploration into the implications of the Oregon Trail migration on Native Americans. Historical information is balanced nicely with an engaging pair of protagonists, making this entry in the If You Were a Kid series a wonderful choice for an introductory read-aloud.

—Booklist, October 1, 2016 on If You Were a Kid on the Oregon Trail 
Nature’s Children
Opening with narratives about the topic animals in action, this series is notable for its broad but thorough coverage. Physical features and behaviors are covered in clear and lively prose. Facts and figures are woven neatly into the descriptions of food, predation, mating, habitats, and other subjects. Full-page photographs and occasional diagrams appear on each spread. Some photograph captions provide helpful species identification, though this varies from book to book (in Rabbits no captions note species, but in Hummingbirds four species are mentioned). Other features include range maps, information about related species, and a closing discussion of human impact on the animals, which in several cases (lemurs, red pandas, and hippopotamuses) has been devastating, along with current conservation efforts. Report writers should find everything they need here, and the attractive, engaging presentation will have strong appeal for recreational readers as well. VERDICT First choices for species coverage for upper elementary grades.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on Ants, Hippopotamuses, Hummingbirds, Lemurs, Rabbits, and Red Pandas 
True Books
Titles in this series focus on technological advances through the development history of various topics, all of which are popular with our students. A superb resource for teaching text features such as timelines, use of shapes such as starbursts and arrows, font, color, and captions. Each book in the series opens with a "find the truth" page and includes a table of contents, true statistics page, a big truth page, print and web resources, glossary, and index. This is a first-rate series to add to your nonfiction collection. Recommended
—School Library Connection, November/December 2016 on Bridges, Drones, Giant Trucks, Self-Driving Cars, Skyscrapers, and Warships (A True Book—Engineering Wonders)

Stuffed with rules, tips, and facts, these books will inspire students to work hard at their preferred sport. Descriptions of the most important rules make sure readers take the field (or court) with strong basic knowledge. While most children will have some firsthand knowledge of these topics, the technical descriptions of maneuvers would be better accompanied by photos. However, the included field or court diagrams are helpful. These books excel in their inclusion of diverse athletes—most notably in Basketball, which includes photos of a game of wheelchair basketball. VERDICT Adequate selections where needed.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on Being Your Best at Baseball, Being Your Best at Basketball, Being Your Best at Cheerleading, Being Your Best at Football, and Being Your Best at Soccer (A True Book: Sports and Entertainment) 
In 2013, Argentinian Jorge Mario Bergoglio became the 266th pope, ushering in a new era of social and political change within the Catholic Church. This biography examines not just his religious achievements but also his personal life, upbringing, and the origins of his political leanings. Full-color photos of his life, from his early childhood through his service as Pope Francis I, capture the private aspects of the life of one of the most influential and public figures in the world. Mini-quizzes at the starts of chapters set a

purpose for reading, and photo captions and sidebars provide checks for understanding. Flow charts, time lines, and diagrams explain more complex ideas in the text, such as the method of electing a pope and the responsibilities of the office. Pope Francis I is the child of immigrants, a Latin American, an educator, a Jesuit, and a man of the people. This biography details the complexities of his youth and his fresh approach to the papacy.

—Booklist, November 15, 2016 on Pope Francis (A True Book—Biographies)
The books in the A True Book: Greatest Discoveries and Discoverers series feature discoveries within specific disciplines. Each volume includes an introduction to the field and its historical background, discoveries from recent decades, and possible future directions, as suggested by current research and technological developments. Antibiotics looks at how the overuse of these drugs has led to resistant bacteria and mentions some areas of promising research into new medications. Computers lays out the technology’s roots in the 1800s and its development from an invention with military and business applications to one with wide-ranging implications for society. In addition to crediting the work of Charles Darwin, Gregor Mendel, James Watson, and Frances Crick, Genetics acknowledges the contributions of Rosalind Franklin and Henrietta Lacks. The book briefly discusses controversies over issues such as cloning and genetically modified foods. Undersea World offers a varied, informative view of underwater discoveries, from sunken treasure ships to Cleopatra’s palace to the baffling circular patterns on the ocean floor that were later identified as the nests of puffer fish. Wide-spaced lines, large type, and many color photos give the pages an accessible look, even for readers who find the vocabulary challenging at times. As can be expected from the long-running, reliable True Books line, this series offers historical perspective and up-to-date information in a familiar format.

—Booklist, February 15, 2017 on Antibiotics, Computers, Genetics, and The Undersea World (A True Book—Greatest Discoveries and Discoverers)
Scholastic’s A True Book: Health series brings its standard bright and accessible approach to topics concerning health and the human body. Aided by bold, easy-to-follow infographics and large, glossy photographs, these titles explore a variety of diseases, disabilities, and wellness activities. The most involved of the four, Dyslexia explains the diagnostic process and ongoing treatment of this neurobiological disorder, debunking several myths along the way and utilizing an upbeat, encouraging tone. Flu examines not only the symptoms and recovery process of this highly mutable disease but delves into its history, discussing pandemics such as the devastating outbreak of 1918. Lyme Disease focuses primarily on how to prevent this potentially debilitating illness, expanding on its zoonotic abilities and its passage through deer ticks. Relaxation and Yoga gives readers practice poses as it discusses how the spiritual and physical practices of yoga and meditation can reduce stress and increase focus. Each title begins with a short narrative to help guide readers, often providing a look at how an illness or disorder is found and tested. This conversational opener seems more geared toward younger readers than the science-focused chapters that follow, with the exception of Relaxation and Yoga, but a wide range of readers will find the included statistics, time lines, and clear diagrams useful in conducting classroom research.

—Booklist, September 15, 2016 on Dyslexia, Flu, Lyme Disease, and Relaxation and Yoga (A True Book—Health)
Set readers on a quest for truth about health and wellness issues with this series. Bright colors and images guide readers as they gain a broad but detailed overview of the subject. They will learn about nutrition, the concept of asana in yoga, the hemispheres of the brain, the dangers of the flu, and more. When applicable, tips for preventing and treating an ailment are provided. In Relaxation and Yoga, step-by-step instructions for basic poses are included with a photo of an adult, teen, or child demonstrating each stance. In Dyslexia and ADHD, the text gently reminds readers (and caregivers) of the importance of effective treatment plans, patience, and understanding. The generally consistent layout makes for an accessible reading experience. However, the “Famous Folks with ADHD” spread in ADHD is a bit confusing, chronologically speaking, with Leonardo da Vinci and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart coming after Albert Einstein. For libraries with an interest in health issues for upper elementary students and where the series is popular.

—School Library Journal Online, September 20, 2016 on Healthy Eating, Relaxation and Yoga, ADHD, Dyslexia, Flu, and Lyme Disease (A True Book—Health)
This well-designed foray into the world of milk production and dairy farming, part of the True Book: Farm to Table series, investigates the process by which milk is gathered and made safe for human consumption. In four chapters, it explains first how cows were originally domesticated, and how their milk is pasteurized, before it goes into the facts of modern-day dairy farming, including the caretaking of cows, the homogenization and processing of milk, and lactose intolerance in humans. Brightly colored graphics are interspersed with the text, charting a variety of milk-related facts (“Global Milk Production by Species,” “What Forms of Milk Are Sold?”), and close-up photos of cows appear regularly. Though the ethical problems with dairy farming are only superficially addressed, this does include a plea and a rationale for a more humane approach.

—Booklist, April 1, 2017 on Milk (A True Book—Farm to Table)
Well-known endangered animals are given thorough, straightforward treatments. Each opening chapter introduces the creature and its main threats. An overview covering physical features, behaviors, and ecosystem impacts comes next, followed by closer looks at threats to survival and current conservation efforts. The writing is lively and cohesive, covering a variety of related topics in an organized, accessible style. Half-page and full-page photographs show critters in the wild and sometimes interacting with scientists and other people; there are no sensationalized images of animals suffering (Gorillas does show a caged gorilla, but it’s been rescued). Other useful visual support includes population bar graphs, charts of species characteristics, and range maps. Back matter includes an array of avenues for young conservationists and a thought-provoking “Big Debate” feature, which presents two sides of a conservation issue, such as the impact of zoos and oil drilling. VERDICT Excellent profiles of endangered animals, a first choice for most collections.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2017 on Bears, Big Cats, Elephants, Gorillas, and Rhinos (A True Book—The Most Endangered)
You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without…
This delightful children’s book is part of a series (You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without) and focuses on bacteria. The book teaches in a light-hearted mode and provides a wealth of details (cleverly disguised) in text blocks and through cartoon illustrations. I think children too young to read will enjoy having it read to them. The drawings are

especially intriguing and my grandchild was captivated by the book. A “timeline” at the

beginning of the book is very well done. The information is accurate and organized in 13

“chapters” plus an Index and Glossary that convey accurate science but simplified appropriately. I highly recommend the book for young children. 
—Science Books & Films, January 2016 on You Wouldn't Want to Live Without Bacteria! 
This delightful children’s book is part of a series (You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without) and focuses on dentistry. The book manages to convey considerable scientific information accurately with the artful aid of clever text boxes, colored cartoons, and diagrams. It encourages teeth brushing with a page “Top Tips for the Teeth”. The drawings (cartoons and illustrations of scientific points) are somewhat cluttered, but otherwise artfully done and information which otherwise might have been confusing, is smoothly conveyed. A “timeline” at the beginning of the book is both a summary and a

device to draw the child into the subject. The science is accurate and organized in 13 “chapters”. There is an Index and a Glossary, both of which convey sometimes complex concepts but in an appropriately simplified language. Because of the way it is written and artfully uses illustrations, I highly recommend the book for children of a variety of ages. 

—Science Books & Films, January 2016 on You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Dentists! 
This delightful children’s book is part of a series (You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without) and focuses on vaccination. The book provides scientifically accurate information artfully presented with clever text boxes, and brightly colored cartoons and diagrams. It will be helpful in the effort to maintain vaccination of children against some misguided

efforts. The drawings (cartoons and illustrations of scientific points) are well done and a wealth of information is conveyed that provides more for the older child and still is intriguing for the younger child. A “timeline” at the beginning of the book is well done and draws the child into the book but also provides a summary. A map cleverly provides

some otherwise complex ideas. The information is accurate and organized in 13 “chapters” plus an Index and Glossary that convey accurate science but simplified appropriately. I highly recommend the book for children of a variety of ages. 
—Science Books & Films, January 2016 on You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Vaccinations!  
With an understanding of how much fun life without vegetables, gravity, and other ubiquitous things would be to children, these titles in the You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without… series introduce science concepts in a tongue-in-cheek manner. Cartoon illustrations enhance the effect as the amusing but scientifically sound text explains how these objects (or force, in the case of gravity) work; what scientists have learned about them; their pros and cons; and how, ultimately, we really do need them. Dirt describes how soil forms; how it serves as a habitat for a variety of plants, animals, and microbes; and its many uses. Gravity opens with its origination during the big bang and continues with Newton’s role in identifying gravity, how gravity differs in space, and how human bodies have evolved to live with gravity. Poop considers the dangers of poor sanitation (an unfortunately stereotyped illustration of a Third World city reflects this) as well as how animals and humans use poop (e.g., marking territory and fertilizing crops), and how it affects the environment. Vegetables looks at the origins of many common vegetables, how they make us healthy, and how eating more vegetables can reduce global warming. The books feature a time line and numerous ancillaries, but the myriad entertaining facts are the real hit. Who wouldn’t want to read them?
—Booklist, July 2016 on You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Dirt!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Gravity!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Poop!, and You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Vegetables! 
Real Bios
The Real Bios series gives readers an inside look at the lives of their favorite celebrities and does a good job of it. The books begin with overviews of their subjects that go into some depth. In Ansel Elgort, readers learn that this The Fault in Our Stars actor is the son of a famous photographer, attended a performing high school, and was panned in his first professional play. Bethany Mota describes how this YouTube star was so badly abused by mean girls online that she had to be homeschooled. Lionel Messi tells how “Leo” started playing soccer in his home of Argentina at age 5, shocking his family with how good he was. And in Mike Trout, readers discover this center fielder for the Los Angeles Angels is only 22 but already being compared to baseball’s best. A “Fact File” succinctly notes the subjects’ favorite books, movies, TV shows, and sports. Adding tons more information are a series of quotes from print and media interviews that add to the feeling of being up close and personal. The books’ appealing format, incorporating bright colors and bold graphic choices, gives the series pick-me-up appeal. Fans will be thrilled to learn so much about their idols and might find some new ones.

—Booklist, May 15, 2016 on Ansel Elgort, Bethany Mota, Lionel Messi, and Mike Trout 
Calling All Innovators
These titles focus on non-traditional STEM-based career options. These high-interest titles will certainly appeal to a technological generation, many of whom no longer envision four-plus years of college ending in a professional degree to be the best option. While some of these positions do still require that, many focus on innovation and on-the-job training or apprenticeships as the necessary stepping stones. Each book focuses on one field, detailing the history, practical applications, typical job experience, and resources needed to achieve such a position. Of particular interest are the interviews with experts in the field and the occupational outlooks for specific jobs within the field. Short, easy-to-read paragraphs and plenty of photographs make these titles engaging, while the depth of detailed explanations will leave the reader with a solid grasp of what the job entails and how to get started pursuing it. Librarians should consider these both for the curricular applications as well as high-interest STEM engagement. Glossary. Index. Timeline. Recommended

—School Library Connection, November/December 2016 on Genetic Engineering, Recycling and Upcycling, Software Development, and Sports Medicine 
The Calling All Innovators: A Career for You series consistently gives readers practical insight into a variety of STEM fields, illuminating their history, modern advances and challenges, and possible career paths within each specialty. Each volume includes an “Artistic Side” spread that shows artistic applications of the technology in question; concise “Career Stats,” which give professions’ average salary, job numbers and projected growth, and required education and certifications; and an interview with a professional currently working in the field. 3D Printing runs the gamut from bioprinting (making skin for medical purposes) to creating stop-motion animation to printing tools in space to creating prostheses for injured animals. Environmental pros and cons as well as potential dangers (printed guns, for example) are also raised. Drones takes on the recreational, commercial (e.g., Amazon’s delivery drones), and governmental uses of unmanned aerial vehicles, highlighting possible careers as software developers, aerospace engineers, and video editors. Some of the more interesting examples in Making Robots include robot companions, a drummer’s robotic prosthetic arm, and “nanobots” being designed to fight diseases. Weapons Technology moves from early submarines to “smart bullets” and stealth technology; and readers are walked through the design process of the F-35 fighter plane. Though the tips for charting one’s education are fairly general, readers will find ample inspiration within each book. 
 —Booklist, December 15, 2016 on 3D Printing: Science, Technology, and Engineering; Drones: Science, Technology, and Engineering; Making Robots: Science, Technology, and Engineering; and Weapons Technology: Science, Technology, and Engineering 
A Step into History
[image: image1.png]


Otfinoski’s comprehensive history of the U.S. Civil War, including the events preceding and following it (Reconstruction and Abolition), presents its material in a way that is never dull or overwhelming. Despite the higher page count, this attractive volume in the A Step into History series is not marked by dense text or unwieldy dates. Each four-page chapter is comprised of an introductory spread, typically featuring a well-chosen illustration or quote and a few lines that summarize or contextualize the upcoming chapter. This is then followed by a single page of succinct, straightforward text and a full-page, captioned period photo. Notes to the reader appear as marginalia and serve to clarify the text, while giving it a less formal feel. Readers will come to understand the issues driving the conflict, the Union and Confederate views on slavery, key officers and battles, and, of course, President Lincoln’s role during these troubled times. Maps, a list of the Union and Confederate states, and useful back matter make this well-designed and thorough historical account one that kids will actually enjoy reading.
—Booklist (Starred Review), April 1, 2017 on The Civil War 
Lengthy overviews of key United States–involved conflicts, though the format is odd. With each volume made up of about 30 chapters, information is often needlessly divided up. For instance, each chapter consists of four pages. The first has a small picture, a famous quote, or a tiny map in the middle of an otherwise blank page; the second describes the chapter’s intent; the third contains a few blocks of text; and the fourth includes a full-page photo. These illustrations are puzzling at times; in Civil War, a photo of soldier’s supplies on display features a blanket, boots, shoes, officer’s gloves, two guns, a tool kit, a hammer, a hat, and a hook. Based on this, it would be easy to assume soldiers were well equipped when oftentimes they were not. Readers might wonder, too, why the hook? Its purpose is not addressed. VERDICT Interesting, important topics, but a flawed presentation. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2017 on The Civil War, The Vietnam War, World War I, and World War II

Enchantment of the World
Containing information on the history, government, people, daily life, culture, and an indigenous recipe for students to make from each country, this series is a go-to resource for young researchers. Each volume includes a timeline of major events in the country’s history alongside a timeline of world history that is consistent from volume to volume. The Fast Facts section provides readers with essential information about the given country: map, flag, official language, national anthem, official religion, as well as currency and landmarks, among others. Each book is filled with captioned, full-color photos throughout that enhance and illustrate the text. Packed with facts, this series will be a treasure trove of vetted information for students doing research or pleasure reading. A Scholastic website has links to additional sites for further information on each country. Index. Table of Contents. Highly Recommended

—School Library Connection, October 2016 on Hungary, Myanmar, New Zealand, Singapore, United Arab Emirates, and Yemen 
With stunning, high-quality photos that reflect the richness of cultures around the globe, the Enchantment of the World series earns its name. Each title gives a thorough overview of a country, highlighting its geography, flora and fauna, government, economy, religions, arts and entertainment, and sports and pastimes. Chapters on the history of each nation and its peoples reveal struggles (some still ongoing), triumphs, and the diverse traditions that helped shape it. Chile explores how the thin but lengthy shape of the country results in the driest desert in the world in the north to temperate rain forests in Patagonia in the far south. This book also discusses the political crisis that led to the military rule of General Augusto Pinochet. Mongolia reveals the extreme ruggedness of both the mountainous forest-steppe region and the Gobi Desert as well as the country’s history of nomadic life. Mongolia’s Chinese and Soviet Union influences are also examined. Switzerland explains the country’s role in the Protestant Reformation, its history of political neutrality, and its success in industry and trade. Tibet emphasizes this nation’s long and continuing fight for independence from Chinese control, the selection of the Dalai Lama, and the Dalai Lama’s role in the fight for freedom. Numerous maps and charts and concluding “Fast Facts” round out the series, making it complete for country reports.
—Booklist, October 15, 2016 on Chile, Mongolia, Switzerland, and Tibet
Blastoff! Readers
Bright with colorful photos, the Children’s Storytellers series introduces well-known writers and writers-illustrators of children’s books. Aimed at upper-primary-grade readers, but also good for reading to younger kids, the main text includes two or more large-type sentences on each page. Each slender book includes a table of contents, a glossary, suggested reading, and an index. Basic biographical information is presented in a straightforward way, while additional information appears in features such as a list of selected works, “fun fact” boxes, and quotes from the writers. Authors are unconventionally referred to by their first names, which can be jarring. A fact box in Kate DiCamillo mentions that before the writer was published, she copied out a chapter of Christopher Paul Curtis’ The Watsons Go to Birmingham–1963 (1995), “trying to find out what made it so good.” A “fun fact” in Lois Lowry is that the writer’s own photography appears on some of her book jackets, including Number the Stars (1989) and The Giver (1993). Maurice Sendak tells how Jennie, the artist’s dog, “appeared in each book Maurice drew while she was alive.” Rick Riordan quotes the writer as saying, “Everything you could possibly want in a story is in Greek mythology.” It’s surprising that this series offers no racial diversity among the writers profiled. Still, those featured are worthy of attention.
—Booklist, May 15, 2016 on Kate DiCamillo, Lois Lowry, Maurice Sendak, and Rick Riordan (Blastoff! Readers—Children’s Storytellers)
Using only a few sentences per page, these introductions offer a wealth of information for young readers. A world map identifies where the biome exists, and captioned photos throughout the book offer glimpses of specific places. The map in Desert notes hot, cold, and polar types, while Mountains identifies the highest peak on each continent. Representative plants and animals illustrate important characteristics such as camouflage or other survival strategies. Each volume concludes by featuring a specific example such as Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, complete with photo and statistics plus a food web diagram. VERDICT First-rate choices to update or supplement resources about biomes for beginning researchers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Life in a Coral Reef, Life in a Desert, Life in a Tropical Rain Forest, Life in a Tundra, Life in a Forest, Life in a Grassland, Life in a Wetland, and Life on a Mountain (Blastoff! Readers—Biomes Alive!)
With one or two sentences per page, these titles provide first introductions to tiny but interesting creatures. Most of the text covers body features and general behaviors, with just the most basic level of information. Close-up photographs support the words effectively. The black widow’s fangs and a slug eating a leaf are among several eye-catching excellent examples; biting ticks are less appealing but equally useful. Sentence structure and most vocabulary are aimed at new readers. Bolded words refer to the glossary at the end, although in some cases the captioned image offers sufficient visual context. Readers won’t find much detail or depth, but there are just enough facts to engage curiosity, along with attractive visuals and readability levels that are on target for new readers. VERDICT Fairly high appeal at a basic level just right for early elementary readers.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Black Widow Spiders, Praying Mantises, Slugs, and Ticks (Blastoff! Readers—Creepy Crawlies)
This series uses simple sentences to provide small bits of information on popular dog breeds. The beginning of each title is dedicated to describing common physical traits, with a brief background on where and when the breed originated (or, in some cases, may have originated). The language is always positive, with adjectives such as charming, loyal, happy, and calm. Life span, coat color and pattern, and qualities as a family pet are covered. The last section of each book includes a scale of trainability and the dog’s American Kennel Club classification. Bright backgrounds contrast well with the large type and brightly colored dog-centric photos. Most volumes conclude with photos of the dog with children and families. VERDICT Fine choices for popular sections in most libraries.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Great Danes, Siberian Huskies, Boxers, Bulldogs, Chihuahuas, and Rottweilers (Blastoff! Readers—Awesome Dogs)

Employing a similar format as Bellwether’s “Awesome Dogs,” these simply told titles introduce a few different breeds of household cats. Each volume contains five short chapters covering each cat’s history, appearance, and characteristics. The vocabulary includes appropriate and advanced words such as affectionate, cobby, tortoiseshell, and muscular—many of which can be found in the glossary. The endearing photos reflect the text well as they depict the topic cat in a variety of poses and settings. Among the additional graphics are a map showing the animal’s country of origin and a photo chart of the breed’s many coat colors. VERDICT Young cat lovers will find these colorful offerings irresistible.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Egyptian Maus, Exotics, Orientals, Devon Rexes, Manx, and Scottish Folds (Blastoff! Readers—Cool Cats)

This upbeat, easy-to-read set introduces each country with richly photographed spreads about standard geographical topics such as land, unique and exotic wildlife, populations, daily life in urban and rural areas, education, work, entertainment, food, and holidays. Closing spreads highlight something that is distinctive to the titular nation, such as the Panama Canal or eagle hunters in Mongolia. “Fast Fact” and “Did You Know?” boxes add interesting trivia. Text averages one to two paragraphs per spread, making the large photos of interesting places, human activities, and plants and animals the set’s strongest element. The few maps are almost featureless, a significant weakness. VERDICT Supplemental choices for reports or nonfiction reading. 

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Bangladesh, Mongolia, Panama, and United Arab Emirates (Blastoff! Readers—Exploring Countries)
This is an introductory series to Earth’s continents and the landforms, animals, and plants found on each one. Opening spreads provide some defining details about the continent and a “Did You Know?” box with a few main facts relating to language, climate, and/or famous landmarks. Subsequent pages cover the location relative to the equator, the land and climate, plants and animals, countries and people. A concluding “Fast Facts” page includes statistical and geographical information, including pictured “Top Landmarks” and popular tourist spots. Illustrations are the set’s strongest element, with a mix of labeled and captioned full-page and smaller boxed photos on each page, and shaded maps that show geographic features, landmarks, and cities are a plus. Although there are numerous sets about the continents for beginning readers, this one’s slightly different emphasis on the natural world will have wide appeal. VERDICT Solid introductions to support nonfiction reading requirements.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, and South America (Blastoff! Readers—Discover the Continents)
Beginning readers will find general information about the five oceans—their locations, seas and currents, resources, and the animals and plants they sustain. Books open with a “Did You Know?” box with geographical or historical information and conclude with a “Fast Facts” page of statistical information. Text runs about two to three sentences per page. Large, high-quality photos of locations, plants, and animals are attractive and usually labeled rather than captioned. Shaded maps of the oceans are a plus, as are the maps that show hemispheres. Some discussed places do not appear on the maps, and Arctic places Hudson and Baffin bays in the Arctic rather than the Atlantic Ocean, an often disputed designation. VERDICT This set does not improve on recently published sets like Heinemann’s “Oceans of the World,” but remains an adequate supplementary choice.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Arctic Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and Southern Ocean (Blastoff! Readers—Discover the Oceans)

An excellent series for adept young readers that focuses on ocean animals including sea stars, sea horses, stingrays, and many others. Chock-full of interesting details, weird facts, helpful diagrams, and color photographs, these books offer plenty of information for reports or general browsing. The writing here is engaging but does employ longer sentences and more advanced vocabulary, making these titles perfect for those ready to move on from early readers. Highlights include an eye-catching layout and a species spotlight “Catch of the Day” sidebar that shows what each creature feeds on. VERDICT Highly recommended for collections interested in aquatic life.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on Humpback Whales, Jellyfish 
Octopuses, Sea Horses, Crabs, Great White Sharks, Sea Stars, Stingrays, Bottlenose

Dolphins, Clown Fish, Sea Turtles, and Walruses (Blastoff! Readers—Ocean Life Up

Close) 
These exuberant books in the Ocean Life Up Close series make a great effort to draw readers in—and, for the most part, they succeed. Everything is bright and eye-catching, from the background colors to the bold text to the plentiful photos with labels; the pages may even feel a bit overstimulating to some readers. Each spread typically includes two short sentences of text with one large photo or three small, labeled photos. The authors do a good job of presenting substantial information in simple, engaging text. The photos are well chosen, many dramatically fulfilling the promise of being “up close.” The boxed features—though sometimes distracting—add detail in a concrete way. For example, Crabs’ “Species Spotlight” sidebar shows the blue crab’s geographic and depth range, life span, and conservation status. Humpback Whales’ “Catch of the Day” shows three kinds of fish and krill that humpbacks eat. In Jellyfish, “Identify a Sea Nettle” labels the three main parts of the jellyfish. Sea Turtles’ “Sea Enemies” identifies three specific predators that prey on sea turtles. The diagrams showing the largest (compared to a human) and smallest (often actual size) type of each animal are another particularly clear and interesting feature. Young readers will enjoy diving into these under-ocean books. 

 —Booklist, January 1 & 15, 2017 on Crabs, Humpback Whales, Jellyfish, and Sea Turtles (Blastoff! Readers—Ocean Life Up Close)
Epic
Fantastic photos and simple, easy-to-understand facts bring extreme sports to life for young readers. Adults will be pleased to see each volume begins with a warning about the hazards of extreme sports. Children will enjoy learning about the history, gear, and innovations of each. Particularly of interest was Rally Car Racing, which is underrepresented in nonfiction for young readers. Attention to the challenging mental aspect of rally car racing shows how different the sport is from the more mainstream NASCAR racing. This series does not feature many female athletes in the text and photos. Snowboarding Slopestyle is the exception, with the narrative briefly focusing on Jamie Anderson. VERDICT Great photos and the early reader-style text make this a strong contender for shelf space.

—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2016 on Big Air Snowboarding, Snowboarding Slopestyle, Rally Car Racing, and Vert Skateboarding (Epic—Extreme Sports)
.
“Your evening prison tour just ended. You walk back past dark, empty cells.” These opening gambits precede short accounts of two haunted venues in each slim volume. The publisher’s promise that these books “burst with intense action [and] high-speed heroics” is heavily overstated, but there are interesting “shadows of the unknown.” Anne Boleyn’s ghost, her head tucked under her arm, is perhaps the eeriest figure, and the White House is an intriguing locale of contemporary haunting. Prisons focuses mostly on Al Capone and speculates on what drove him “mad.” The busy, occasionally cluttered layout includes short bits of white text and assorted elements (maps, sidebars) in each spread. There’s less commentary on ghosts and hauntings provided than in comparable series. VERDICT Quick introductions to the eerie and weird, these will adequately serve libraries in need of materials on ghosts.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on  Ghosts at Sea, Ghosts in Battlefields, Ghosts in Cemeteries, Ghosts in Hotels, Ghosts in Mansions, Ghosts in Palaces, Ghosts in Prisons, and Ghosts in the White House  (Epic—Ghost Stories)
Opening with an intense action scene, each title explores a specific type of mission and the roles of the soldiers involved. For example, in Counterterrorism troops sneak in a bunker to remove weapons from the enemy and in Peacekeeping they maintain a safe zone for villagers. The text offers the “why” of military involvement or intervention as well the “how” and strongly emphasizes the importance of teamwork and careful planning. The narrative appears as captions above or below color photos. The images come in a variety of sizes, some large and some small (or inset). Fact boxes peppered throughout show maps, weaponry, and combat gear. While the sentences are simple, they are laden with military terms; readers must rely on context clues and the glossary for backup. VERDICT Military buffs will flock to these combat-related titles.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on Combat, Counterterrorism, Patrolling, Peacekeeping, Recon, Rescue, Special Ops, and Troop Transport (Epic—Military Missions)

Pilot
While Minecraft and Nickelodeon will garner the most interest, students will recognize all of these businesses and brands. Vintage photographs and catchy slogans document the evolution of each business. Not limited to successes, setbacks and flops are mentioned and subtly affirm the value of trial and error. In addition to being informative, the books are a good introduction to business building in a free market society where changing one’s products to reach new markets and address new niches is commonplace. Information is provided on each brand’s charitable contributions and volunteer efforts. Suggestions for further research online are limited to FactSurfer.com, but instructions on how to navigate the website are given—a helpful addition. VERDICT A current look at popular companies and products. Consider for discussions and reports on economics.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on Dairy Queen, Ford, Kraft, Minecraft, Nickelodeon, and Sony (Pilot—Brands We Know)
Please note: Scholastic Library Publishing did not publish the Minecraft title, just Bellwether Media did
Torque
Starting with a true-life scenario, each volume challenges students to imagine how they would survive in difficult weather-related circumstances. Topics range from relatively frequent occurrences (blizzards and floods) to rare ones (isolation on a desert island). Diagrams help explain how phenomena such as flash floods and tsunamis develop. Numerous photos and text boxes accompany instructions for constructing shelters, finding food, and starting a fire. Helpful suggestions for assembling emergency kits, heeding weather warnings, and taking precautions after storms have subsided appear in many of the titles. The fast-paced text, which often addresses readers directly, will keep them turning pages. VERDICT Engaging works that deliver lots of information in a succinct and lively way.
—School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), Fall 2016 on Survive a Blizzard, Survive a Tornado, Survive in the Mountains, Survive in the Woods, Survive a Flood, Survive a Hurricane, Survive a Tsunami, and Survive on a Desert Island (Torque—Survival Zone) 
Stranded on a mountain? Don’t sweat it. This guide in the Survival Zone series is equipped with tips and practical advice for staying safe should this very situation occur. It begins dramatically with the true story of a plane-crash survivor and then transitions into more likely scenarios that readers could encounter while hiking, skiing, or rock climbing. Small text boxes appear against photographic backgrounds, containing general tips on packing proper dress and gear, fending off animal attacks, building shelters, finding food and water, building a fire, and creating emergency-rescue signals. More detailed information is required to make this book truly useful, and in a few instances, the streamlined content could result in dangerous situations—particularly regarding fire safety and interactions with animals. Even so, the sensational topic will make this popular. 
—Booklist, October 1, 2016 on Survive in the Mountains (Torque—Survival Zone)[image: image2.png]



1

